
Noon Bible Study: 2 Timothy 1 (Part 2) 
As we began to read Paul’s second letter to Timothy we noted a stark contrast in tone from the first letter. Paul is in his 
second imprisonment and at the end of his life. It appears that Timothy is not only Paul’s apprentice, but also his successor in 
many ways.  At this point in their journey, Paul is not only concerned about Timothy’s progress in setting up and shepherding 
churches - he is concerned about the continuance of the gospel message itself.  We’re reading Paul’s last words. 
 
2 Timothy 1:13-14 - Timothy’s First Assignment 
 
Paul started his second letter with an appeal to Timothy filled with personal encouragement and now he begins to speak to him on 
the important work required at this important time.  He gives him a two fold assignment: 
 
1 - Retain The Standard Of Sound Words 
 

Retain The Standard - The language here speaks to Timothy keeping to the example that Paul gave him.  The word used here 
for “standard” was used by Paul in 1 Timothy 1:16 where Paul says he is an “example” of what the mercy of Jesus Christ 
looks like.  Paul has modeled in his life and teaching the way of Christ.  Timothy needs to keep following this outline and 
model. 

 
Sound Words - the words that Timothy must follow are the words he heard from Paul.  The phrase “sound” is related to 
medicine and relates to being healthy or whole.  Paul’s teaching is healthy and healing which leads to healed hearts and 
wholesome living.  The words of the false teachers and those departing from Paul’s outline/model would then be sick, 
unhealthy, hurtful, damaging, etc. 

 
In the faith and love which are in Christ Jesus - As Timothy follows Paul’s teaching and example, he is to do so maintaining 
faith and love.  If he doesn’t, his own ministry will be invalid.  If you remember in Paul’s first letter, he contrasted the 
fruit of the false teachers with the end goal and results of his teaching -  

 
“But the goal of our instruction is love from a pure heart and a good conscience and a sincere faith. (1 Timothy 1:5)” 

 
2 - Guard The Treasure (with the help of the Holy Spirit) 
 

Guard - “The verb (phylasso) means to guard something so that it is not lost or damaged. It is used of guarding a palace 
against marauders and possessions against thieves” (Stott, page 29) 

 
Entrusted Treasure - The word “treasure” (NASB) is the noun form of the word good and it is linked to the word translated 
“entrusted” giving us the picture of a good/beautiful deposit that has been made in Timothy.  You deposit something valuable 
at a bank that you expect the bank to keep safe against robbers or thieves.   

 
“The gospel is a treasure - a good, noble and precious treasure - deposited for safe keeping within the church. Christ has 
entrusted it to Paul, and Paul now entrusts it to Timothy (Stott, page 29).” 
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Timothy is not a distracted and out of shape security guard with only a segway and a walkie talkie - the Spirit of God is at 
work to help Timothy protect this treasure.   
 
Paul appeals to Timothy to keep guard of what has been entrusted - an important task coming from a man who is literally locked 
up and under guard as he writes these words. 
 
Acts 19:1-10, 11-20 - Paul’s Third Missionary Journey 
 
Paul in Asia for 2 years - everyone in Asia (aka “Asia Minor”, Roman province) heard the gospel!  Ephesus was one of the major 
cities of Asia, and the fourth largest city in the Roman Empire and became home to a thriving Christian church.  The gospel 
message was possibly first proclaimed there by Apollos with help from Priscialla and Acquilla (Acts 18:18-28) and Paul came 
through soon after and worked with a small group of disciples to proclaim and demonstrate the power of God in a powerful way. 
 
Paul was concerned about the future of this region even before he was arrested the first time and said as much when he called 
for a gathering of the leaders from Ephesus: 
 
Acts 20:17-38 - Paul Meets With Ephesian Elders 
 
Q - What was Paul’s concern? 
 
We begin to see a threat to the churches of this region relating to false teaching and moving away from the gospel which Paul 
proclaimed.  He challenges the leaders of Ephesus to be on guard and on the alert for themselves and their people. This may have 
been around 57 AD.  2 Timothy was written between 64-67 AD. 
 
2 Timothy 1:15-18 - Things Have Changed 
 
Paul’s ministry in Asia was very effective and presumably Paul had significant relationships with other Christians in that 
region.  And yet at this time in his life and ministry, the Christians of the province of Asia had “turned away from (him).” (v. 
15).  Have they turned away from Paul because he is in prison?  Have they turned away from Paul’s teaching?  Have they turned 
from Christ?  We don’t have the specific details from Paul in this section, but we do grieve that the faithful apostle is in prison 
and remarks to Timothy “you are aware of the fact that all who are in Asia turned away from me.” 
 
And then he mentions two people specifically - Phygelus and Hermogenes.  These may have been leaders of the group that turned 
away or maybe two of Paul’s fellow workers who turned away.  What a heart breaking moment for Paul. 
 
At the moment the fate of the Asia/Ephesian church is concerning.  Potential leaders are not retaining the standard and sound 
words of Paul nor guarding the treasure that is the gospel - that’s why Paul is writing this letter.  Phygelus and Hermongenes 
have turned away from Paul - Timothy, likely under great pressure in these days, cannot. 
 
There is a third person mentioned in this section, and in a very different context as Phygelus and Hermongenes - Onesiphorus. 
 
We learn a few things about the character and actions of Onesiphorus.  Consider the description of this man: 
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 1 - often refreshed 
 2 - not ashamed of Paul’s chains 
 3 - eagerly searched for me and found me 
 4 - rendered services in Ephesus 
 
1 - often refreshed - More than once.  To refresh someone is to help them recover and catch their breath again. 
 
2 - not ashamed of Paul’s chains - Other turned away, Onesiphorus did not. He wasn’t embarrassed by Paul, nor did he interpret 
Paul’s arrest as a ministry failure. 
 
3 - Eagerly searched - two wonderful words here - eagerly and searched.  Here’s how the NLT translates this verse: “When he 
came to Rome, he searched everywhere until he found me.” That’s a beautiful picture of friendship.  It’s very easy to give up when 
it doesn’t work out the first time, yet Onesiphorus looked all over Rome and in the dungeon prisons of Rome until he found Paul. 
 
4 - rendered services in Ephesus - This isn’t the first time that Onesiphorus has been a blessing. This seems to be a pattern of life 
for him and his family. 
 
We have quite the contrast here between Phygelus and Hermogenes and Onesiphorus. 
 
Friendship, loyalty, love and the embodiment of Jesus’ foundational command: "In everything, therefore, treat people the same way 
you want them to treat you, for this is the Law and the Prophets (Matthew 7:12).”  The devotion and love of Onesphorus leads 
Paul to pray for him (and his household) twice in this section - that the Lord would be merciful to him. 
 
This reminds me of Jesus’ teaching in Matthew 25.  Matthew 24 outlines Jesus’ most extensive teaching on the signs of his coming 
and the end of the age and Matthew 25 gives the second half of Jesus’ teaching from the mount of olives - guidance on how to be 
ready and prepared for those perilous times.  The section ends with the parable of sheep and goats, separated by a shepherd. 
 

Matthew 25:31-46 - "But when the Son of Man comes in His glory, and all the angels with Him, then He will sit on His 
glorious throne. 32 "All the nations will be gathered before Him; and He will separate them from one another, as the shepherd 
separates the sheep from the goats; 33 and He will put the sheep on His right, and the goats on the left. 
 
34 "Then the King will say to those on His right, 'Come, you who are blessed of My Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for 
you from the foundation of the world. 35 'For I was hungry, and you gave Me something to eat; I was thirsty, and you gave 
Me something to drink; I was a stranger, and you invited Me in; 36 naked, and you clothed Me; I was sick, and you visited 
Me; I was in prison, and you came to Me.' 
 
37 "Then the righteous will answer Him, 'Lord, when did we see You hungry, and feed You, or thirsty, and give You something 
to drink? 38 'And when did we see You a stranger, and invite You in, or naked, and clothe You? 39 'When did we see You sick, 
or in prison, and come to You?' 40 "The King will answer and say to them, 'Truly I say to you, to the extent that you did it 
to one of these brothers of Mine, even the least of them, you did it to Me.' 
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41 "Then He will also say to those on His left, 'Depart from Me, accursed ones, into the eternal fire which has been prepared 
for the devil and his angels; 42 for I was hungry, and you gave Me nothing to eat; I was thirsty, and you gave Me nothing 
to drink; 43 I was a stranger, and you did not invite Me in; naked, and you did not clothe Me; sick, and in prison, and you 
did not visit Me.' 44 "Then they themselves also will answer, 'Lord, when did we see You hungry, or thirsty, or a stranger, or 
naked, or sick, or in prison, and did not take care of You?' 
 
 45 "Then He will answer them, 'Truly I say to you, to the extent that you did not do it to one of the least of these, you did 
not do it to Me.' 46 "These will go away into eternal punishment, but the righteous into eternal life." 

 
Onesiphorus decided in the perilous moment he was in to remain faithful to his brother and show love and mercy.  He was earnest 
in his friendship and care for Paul, even if it might have cost him and as others turned away. 
 
This is a great example for us of how to be ready for the coming of Christ - we must maintain our faith and devotion to love and 
service of others, even when it’s hard, even when it’s costly.  As the days grow dark, the love of many will grow cold (Matthew 
24:12)- it cannot be this way for us.  Those who love and model Christlikeness will find the mercy of the Lord in those days and 
on the last day welcomed by the good shepherd. 
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